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N The Stones of the — are ponred — — 
Top of every Street. I not our ancient Church - State very much 
_  unhinged, and are not the Foundations of 7 Order and Go- 
vernment out of Courſe ! It is Matter Lamentation, that 
nfious Principles, Pee 1 e of Religion, like 
| II Weds are ſprung up among us, and have been artfully diſeminated 
_ the Land. Many of our People arg now weary of the | 
old Paths, and —_ giving in to a more eaſy and pompous Form 
of Worſhip, which is alſo. attended with this ſingular Advantage 1e. 
2 that it is Far leſs chargeable than the old Wa 
| ee 4. People are for coming into the Church, becauſe, 2 looth, 
they ſha'nt pay ſo much to maintain a Church of England Mini- 
ſter as a Diſſenting one] And this alluring Motive (mean ond 
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She Grand inqueſ & the Kingdom of Great- 
Britain, have devolved upon you the truſt of 
inquiring into the abuſes and 4 — of Eecie- 
fraſtical Courts and Juriſdiftions, give me leave briefly, and 
in miniature, to repreſent to your view, a contracted ſcheme 
of thoſe capris and juriſdiftions- in England; whereby it 
D eee ſum is yearly drained and 
ſqucezed out of the people's purſes and eſtates by ſuch 
eccleſiaſtical officers l f Fir pron nw make gan 
their only Godlineſs. . 
But as my intent here is not to Wie ade wich 122 
doetrines of faith, or practices in e I ſhall on! 
preſent enquire, whether a great caule of the mints | 
ing of this nation, is not occaſioned by an over-numeraus | 
body of ecclefraſticks among us, and by the exactions, ex- 
tortions, and oppreſſions, of what are ralled | /purttual _ 
and juriſdiftions, © 
I] order to this inquiry, I beg ie to recite a maxim 
or obſervation of Lord Verulam, (which will be found to 
| contain an eternal truth) viz. That a ſmaller number who 
more and earn'leſs, do ſooner wear out an eſtate, than 
a greater number that live lower (meaner) and gather 
more; ſo it is (ſays he) with an overgrown (i. e. a numerous 
and luxuriant) clergy, For they conſume the labours of 
others, but bring in nothing to the flock, - 
And that the //ock and produce of the Engliſs nation, is 
5 in a great meaſure ſwallowed up and . by the nu- 
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and officers, will * if you conſider 
the following rr W r 51 

their courts and juriſdi ona. 1 1 
I. We have here in Engi 
Canterbury, and Turſ; eac of hieb 2 care 
nue for the ſupport of his —— grandeur, as 
numerous body of ſpirituaboſfſicers for the. exexciſe — ; 
execution of his eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction and auchority. 
In the number: of their temporal retinue, we may rec 
kon their ſtewards and bailiffs of lordſ{hips,'manors, lands, 
Cc. ſtewards of their houſhalds, gentlemen-uſhers, ous 
of their. halls, cbinptrollers, yeoman of their horſe, ſecre- 
taries, houle-keepers, purveyors, butlers, cooks, Ge. a. 
And among the latter, their ſuffragans, 
P ſpiritualities, chancellors, — commiſſaries, 
deans, arch - deacons, {= vs n acdvocares, 
ritors, cum f1s 12 
2 As 3 and attendants of dale archbilbogs | 
are of two kinds, ſo are their courts, is. 
1. Courts temporal, as courts leet; courts "baton, cuſtom 
arytebutts, courts of franchiſes and privileges. courts of 
piepowder, (for ſome of them DN fairs and oy and 
other like Courts. | | 
2. Courts ſpiritual, as the! cant benden (ro Canterbury) 
prerogative, courts, courts of delegates, conſiſtory courts, 
or courts of audience, courts of faculties. om 
cences and diſpenſations (with divers others. | 
II. Next, as to biſhops (who in moſt 3 alte 
archbiſhops) wwe may obſerve, 
* - hat within England we have bene dür dioceſan 
2. Thac theſe have ulld their Sn — Bo Jotnek: 


Ipiritual 

But as 1 ſhall: ede ne enter into a difquilition of 
their eſtates, in lordſhips, manors, lands, palaces, gardens, 
c. ſo I ſhall here wave all inquiry into the ſtate of theit 
bo exit * my preſent W to 
Femark 


tick officers, fervants, and artendanrs, both temporal and . 


To") 


vida en air eqdefiſiich] or bin bum ad 
Actions. Whereif J obſerve, That our twenxy· four a 
— to aſſiſt them in the exerciſe and «porn tr 
| juriſdidtion, the following officers, viz; - / 
24 1 if nat wan ee mene, ith der 
attendants. 5 4 % {F103 Rog r : 
28 Chancellors, ith ther en, rut 

26 — with their attendants,» ss 
a8 Deputy regiſters, with e e N ch 
26 Gentlemen apparitors. 1 204 


Ju, or ves; proders ; an. 7 6 * 
1355 or more, common e Wich many other 
2 clerks, and attendantnsZ ] 


Me Bath and Welle, ar wwgll as Litchfield aud Co- 
. r e eee 


5 uuiſion of ee diorefes & * WIN EXE 
* There are al wade hcl uchbitoys a bilbops, a 
60 1 Andto theſe 
60 Arch - deacons court; which Salifert 
0 60 Commiſiarles or judges of thoſe courrs ; mall 58 
g or more ſurrogates, or deputy commiſſaries. 
60 Regiſters, with their deputies, ſcribes and &lerks! 
1420 Proctors (i. e. if we allow bur a to each court.) | 
200 or more apparitors, with a e er 3 
And informers; cum aliis Officiariis. A 
- See of the exercife of their juriſdiffion Safin: 3: | 
But further, beſides the before menticnedoficert, po | 
may obſerve another, who in their cecleſiaſtical petonomy | 
is called à Dean, in latin. Decanus., For that tis ſaid in 
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his firſt inſtitution he was to preſide over ten pariſhes, | 


' Which was therefore called a deanery. 
, © va Waun ae now agua Java: fehr unit 
1. Cathedral Deans ; theſe, with their reſpectire chap- 
ters, habe in many things a concurrent juriſdichon with the 
biſhop of the dioceſe. And ſome authorities they have 
which are independent of him. The number of this kind 
a aL Wales is twenty four. For at 
St. Davids 
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A Dends and Landaff they have no Cathedral 
office of Deans”: e chere . 8 CY 
K. Collegiate Deans, nite ebenes Have al the codowmis | 
tants and atendants of a cat bedral dean, except that ofhay= 
ing a'bilbdp at their bead 3 ſuch' a Deny whit of: Wee 
minſten College, Gt. 1 5 
. ——— 
pal juriſdiftion, as having an independent ecclcliaſtical 
riſdiction within their o particular pretincts fuck 
Dean is that of Battlz'in Suſſex, who i is, Or may — 
in his Deapry by the King's letters patent, and need uo 
inſtitution or induction by the Biſhop or Arch · Deacon 
e ger Pen of Liten calle, LY an 
exempt, c. | 
4. "Not Deans, ice. even are ver db naqmps 
a aforefaid;- "Theſe ate generally donatives in the'atch> 
biſnops and conſequently have @ peculiar juriſdicon des 
rived from them; ſuch ate the Deans of the Atches (and 
N 2 Murtin ir Grant) in London; the Dean of Bodking in 
ex, with ſome: others under the archbiſhop: of CI, 
5 and I have heard of the like under the archbiſhoꝶ r 
Hot can it preſent give no certain accoutit-of chem | 


5 1 Deans ; theſe ori ioally had no judicial power, 
ly ſabRithited I by the 77 76 affiſt im in pra 
. fations and probates of 8 1 ie Tay 

f c 4 tbh Yay divers of ol Pe i hae 2. 
2 — ka * 27 Fer 'of juriſdiction, © Though So 
7725 eir eh Chief buſineſs $ 18 only to e 
tations, haye 2 licence te to raiſe 'cofitriburk 
12 5 chi cheir Deänries 
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bee ve hae © enionel Cab Deans, L ſhall 
Here eave to give a ſhecimen evera 4 p 
Es by» Ap Cathedratic oir or body . 2 | 
[compoled, 3 whit 1 — F an from dee 
Raue ſtands thus? ? 
A | - | I 'Biſbop, 
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* Biſhop, 1- Dean, 1 Subdean, 1 ' Precentbri.x 
ho has under/ him divers clerks: and officers :.. 
| Treaſurer, who has an officer call'd a Sacriſt or 
for a tor, and tis gary , has 3 or 4 antendants cal 
Viergers. "There are alſo 5 archdeacons, 30 

12 petty Canons, 6 or- Vicars Choral, and about 24 
Choriſters and ſinging · boys, beſides other officers and at- 
tendants: The whole number of officers and attendants in 
this and other Cathedrals amounting to about N in 
ſome; as IL am inform d, to near 200. 

And if any perſon is deſirous to know the ferenl mes 
curations, + {ynodals, penſions, payments and perquiſites ap- 
propriated to each of the above - mention d officers within 
the dioceſe of London; let him peruſe Mr. Newcourt's Re-. 
FPertorium Cononicum, Vol. J. fol. 58, 102, Cc. And by an 
- Account taken from the ſecond Volume of that book, I 
find that in the ſingle county of Eſſex, there is yearly paid 
to che biſhop and arch+deacons, in procurations, penlions, 
and ſynodals only, about 5ool. per annum. 
ud upon the whole account, which may eafily be 

- deduced from the foregoing view and ſpecimen, I think it 
and attendants belonging to archbiſhops, biſhops, archdea- 
cons, and cathedral deans only, will amount to more than 
| 20,000, perſons, . beſides. preaching miniſters, And that | 

- theſe receiye for their maintenance one with another, ar 
leaſt forty pounds à man yearly, which will amount to at 
leaſt, 29 hundred thouſand pounds per annum. A für- 
prizing ſum | And when we conſider that many of thoſe 
officers, inſtead of forty poutids per annum, do make two, 
three, or four hundred pounds per annum, by their eccle- 
ſiaſtical employments, Fes conceive the above Computation 
may well be extended to ten hundred thouſand pounds 
per annum: All which is extorted and ſqueezed out of the 
4 merely io ſupport ecclefaſtical' power un | 
juriſdi 
We may here further obſerve, that beſides * ſpiricual 
| jur&ion above-mentioned, * of che biſnops 8 
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er. have jurilalction anered th tk 
hi, Zh. J tre ſpecies 0 
bios ary wichin the 
Himits of thr pe hi zulegen 2298 accordingly, in 
. ars 
> l they have cher fupren 
both temporal W appe 
Hes but to the bifhoþ himfelf. He (the biſho 
Durban) faid to be fupreme Lord and 
een remporals ; infomnch ke we 
eitivare faid to have 4 maxim, Brebia Danni Rei 
um carrunt in Provincia Dunelmen Juis e 
Futit Vitecomitem. It well known that the biſho 
there, by virtue of his own letters patent 1 grant, rn 
 Eniſticure all Judges, ſheriff, officers, Se. Who by fits 
of foch grants do (exctubye of the King and his royal 
togative) judge and determine the hyes, liberties, n 
| es of fuck: of the Kivg ubjecy 38 happes i, 
+ reſide witbin the kmits of that fender, wt 
Tur alfo under pretence of chis dauble-badied jurilehition, 
tut in the dioceſe of Durham they uſually extort ya 
ns of money yearly, From Talk ve that al the be mt 
rr; and by « peculiar artifice 65855 will always 
pred where kth th rempor poral and ſpiritual 0 
in the ſame pong the | prachſer in boch 
Sal , Ke profirs che 50 do ſo play the 
ine ee dae tat he por ee en 1 
to bear the rapines and 1 1 
— For let the nature of the cauſe be either ſpirt- - | 
8 the temporal as well as the ſpiritual courts 
ire frequently employed to ſupport the judgments of either. 
An « Outer dev e natural cohſequence of an 
* bo excommtnication generally follows 
N We ee Summum 
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tot bound by the late act for oat 7 4 rat Fo Beth pul 
fFolling attorneys, c. 1 77 this be ſo or not, will de- 
erve your enquiry. "But this I know, that in the prints 
6d liſts of {worn attorneys publiſhed by authority, althgugh 
all other inferior juriſdiftions, as Cheſter, Lancaſter, the 
ingur parts, Ec. lent up liſts of their FIDE, and.the 
ame are accordingly printed; yet I find no account, given 
the attorneys practiſing in any of the courts at . 
ſeems they ſhelter themſelyes under the authority gl the 
biſhop, & conſequently bid defiance to the act of parliament. 
Nor is it any excuſe for theſe palatine attorneys, to fay - 
that their names are included in the general liſts of ;arror- 
eys of the Aing's bench or conimon-pleas. For whether 
t be ſo or not, does no where appear on thoſe liſts. 

we know, to be ail attorney of an inferior juriſdiction, is in- 
compatible with che office of an attorney of the ſuperior 
courts at We/tmin/ter, - For in thoſe inferior courts the at- 
torney is uſually ſworn on his admiſſion; not to, plead any 

foreign plea; i. e. ſuch a plea as deprives or denies the ju- 
. nſdiction-of thoſe inferior courts. So that in effect, all 
the-attorneys of thoſe courts are ſworn not to permit an ; 
cauſe that ariſes within their juriſdiction, to be determined 
by any other judges but their ow. 
I may hereto add one other obſervable touching the 
biſhoprick of Durham ; That whatever temporal privileges 
or prerogatives were formerly annexed to that biſhoprick, 
were, and the very foundation of its being made a county 
palatine, was, by reaſon of the vicinity of our once ene: 

mies the Scots, which neceſſitated the conſtituting of officers 
like thoſe of the old Romans, called Comites Limitanei, for 
repelling the incurſions of enemies. But as the Engliſi 
and Scots are now become united brethren, there can be 
no tolerable reaſon rendred for indulging this biſhoprick with 

thoſe intolerable privileges and prerogatives it now claims: 
I have now by me a moſt moving and Jamentable account 

(contained in above ſixty letters) ſent me by Mr. Jobn Tem. | 
Feſt of Old Durham, (formerly a member af your houſe) 
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pro, he and property, that ever was known bh have 
. in any court * juſtice w datever. 
he'fajs) wel promoted aid carried oh by 4 
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who by their under-officers and agents have illegally ſeized 


u COT of Se when they can lay their hands on, 
5 or ec of 2 that 


he a üll the 2 actually made. And tha 
upon application to his Sovereign, the biſhop, for redreſs, 
he has been denied all manner o relief 3, and therefore in- 
treats me to repreſent his caſe td you the parliament” 1 
, cotmniſrres, which I am now preparing t to that end- u 


But before I trouble you with that particular caſe; L bas: 
leave to add a few other general oblervations, touching the. 
dae and ptactices of biſhops, c. in driving on their ec- 

ſlical trade of getting money. Which artifices and 
practices I ſhall: endeavour to range under theſe ten erp 
beads,.(exclufive of ſame excentricities) vi. 


1. By their fees for ordaining prieſts and'deacons, which | 
general ordimations being at four times in the year, ma 
well be computed at about 100/. each time. And thus the 
whole 26 biſhops and endet may make in the whale 
about 10.400 per. annum. 

2. By inſtitutions endnote to vacant ir bevieioed for 
every one of which” they have at leaſt three pounds. And 
there being computed in England 9285 pariſhes, this at the 
ordinary rate of one in a pariſh, comes to 27,8554. 


Note, Some pariſhes conſiſt of divers benefices, & others. 
_ have divers Chapelries, which are of the fame name, aud 
require inſtitution and induction as well ag other benefices. 
The ſingle pariſh of - Halifax in Tortſbire, has ten or 12 
ſuch Chapelries. Nor are the inſtitutions to arch-deacon- 
ries,” Deanries, Pr Sine · Cures, &c. here includ- 
ed; ſothat this head of inſtitutious & inductions, is ſo much 
greater „ * generally eſteemed. 1 
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ſuch 22 Ag licence, or the 

. e ee ee e 
tion, coſts every ſuch benefiged miniſter 105. gy = jy for 
the laid 9285 «pariſhes, or rather above 1 ooo benefices i in, 
oy comes to o per annum. | 
ne, when the biſhop does not viſit, the arch-descon 


gf 


| does, and that twice yearly ; ſo that there neyer fails a viſi- 


price. to pick up the pence, Vide pf. arch-Jeacons - 
5. By grapting ſeveral other. ſpecial kinds.of: Has, ' 
roof 9 or 10 are ſufficiently. remarkable, viz 
\ 3 icences to unbeneficed Curates & Deacons to preach, Sr. 
2. Licences to Schoolmafters & Schoolmiſtreſſe s to teach, We. 1 
3. Licences to Pariſh - Clerks to ſing, c. 
4. LicencestoPariſhoners torepair, enlarge dora mend their cbürch. 
2 to Church- Wardens and Overſeers in divers caſes. 
8. icences to Phyſicians to practice Phyſick. * ca 


45 Licences roMidwivexto prafticeth rProſefion &to baptize, 1 
Licences to Notaries to practice Knavery. 
9. Licences to marry, & commit Adultry, to have two Wives, r. 


And Þ believe on enquiry, ſome other kinds of WH, 
licences may be diſcovered, as perhaps licences to rommunzcate 
with the e e lin ow Tent 
ſes of chat Fg. n 1 A KI pe «| x 

| 1 


ccd. 
6. The bine allo receive Ga 2 
ülites 95 8 hf 17 and Wacken * 


A 
— 


7. By ing abſalutions and commutations for pe, 
eee 
the ſinner. 3 femme 


cd to the DB- of courſe; and though he —_— 
his penance both in body and ſoub yet can be dels 
vered, either from Hell or the mme | 
has paid his fees. ; 
8, They alſo receive vaſt-ſums of Rl i 
probates of wills, and letters of admigiſtration * an 
uſurped right (for ſo in fact this jurifdiften is) ey: are. 
become in à great meaſure the diſpoſers and diſpenſert of 
dead men's wills; and though new therein providentially x, 
reſtrained in ſome things by the a& of diſtributions, ſtill 
poſſeſſed of too much power to be fer the ſubjocts | 
9+; By framing new oaths and artieles againſt theſe A. 
mt and compelling church wardens to {ware to preſem 
according to ſuch new invented articles; whereby. divers: 
proſecutions of i innocent perſons bare been carriec-cn in the 
eccleſjaſtical courts. | 
TDis true, this practice iz now almoſt c G but inflca 
thereof we have almoſt yearly new ſets of paſtoral charges, 
which, how little benefit ſoever they bring, either to the: 
flock or the bookſeller, yet have proved gainful to ſome of 
their lordſhips. 
10. By procurations, {ynodals, and ather vigatorial pay» 
ments and, penſions. - For in the; hiiop's Vilitation n 
things are obſervable: 
I. The church - wardens and chapel-wardeny of every- 
Raben ene within the dioceſe, are. called over, aud 
there. xegeive à book of articles to preſent by, for which. | 
ee e. 24. or 38, Gd. and; if any of them are: 
are. there cited or ſummoned by proclamation; -. 

ae in the bilhop's mne a . 
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Pas, (0 '< 1 1 711 a 
** 
every — 2 —— for ſuch a book of articles rd 
the they had before They alſo pay the bi 
preſentments, (tho; many of chem 


clerk for writing their 
do it themſelves) 25. Gu Which in 9285 
rose to which add for che bock of tie 
Vichy ogy 14.20 Bf 15961 A521 . rr 
. All the mibiſtorg:wichinvhe: diocels art ge ae 
attend the biſhop's' viſitation, "where they are to pay about* 
15. fd. or more, merely for produeiug to the biſhop's re- 
2 their licences to preach, tho ſuch licences have been 
produced and all allowed never ſo often deſbre. Aſter 
which, they pay to the biſhop, or to his uſe; the hal ſum 
for procurations and /ynedals'; as alſo Bd. 1 = by the 
gentleman apparator, to whom moſt pay 19. This pay 
ment ſeems to be in favour of the biſhop's 4554 in order to 
obtain that of the maſter; There is alſo 2 ſuit and ſervice” 
d at this court from all even the pooreſt unbeneficed 
curate or clerk within the dioceſe. But I ſuppoſe theſcare 
ſpared-in point of money, out of charity, or" 
One thing more is obſervable wich reſpect to thepwovidda. 
of Tork, vis. that when any archbiſtiop is firſt ĩnſtalled or 
enthroned at Tord, all the parſons and vicars within his" 
juriſdiction, though never ſo poor, and their family- charge 
never ſo great, are obliged to give him the tenth of dels . 
eccleſiaſtical livings, as a benevoſence, in order to afliſt the, 
poor archbiſhop to ſettle himſelf.in that See; which th 
ſay uſually amounts to ſeven or eight thouſand pounds, T, | 
ſwect morſel of eccleſiaſtical food !) And tis Maid, that G $ 
any, even the meaneſt vicar, whoſe children want bread, does 1 
trough poverty omit! this cuſtomary payment, he muſt 
certaimy expect ta be ſeyerely whipp'd for the offence, in 
their mercileſs ſpiritual N till they y flay'd. him to the 
very: bones Fi 5 8 
© Beſides which, in lone diocelts; a8 Lag, Sr ed s 
a duty paid called the biſhop's penſion, i. e 10%. for every / | 
arch · deanconry, and proportionably for other dignities and 
peculiar juriſdictions, as may be ſeen in Mühe v\Reper- 4 
88 4 * TY 1 * II. ** L 981 0% th an = 
| ext 


| 


vo FORO 


twelye ſhillings, ſome more, ſome leſs. Bur it 27 


7 2 
is ro be conlideded. thi of 
the arch-deacons, whoſe —— I have before limited to 
fixty,/bur-find on a farther ſcrutiny they may be enlarged 
to ſeventy; or more: for; the dioceſe Londen; aloue has 
five, and ocher dioceſes proportionable. 


Theſe 8 hive 25 viſitations twice yearly, 


vizi/ar\ Michael mas 4nd Eaſter, both which afford them 


plentiful harveſts, in their collections of procurations, * 


nodals, and other profitable perquiſites. For, 


——— a — ů 0 w 


"2k their Eaſter viſirations, the miniſters within their | 
reſpective diſtricts pay them ſynodals, which they denomi- 


nate their Paſchal-Rents,taking of each perſon fix or ſeven, 
ſhillings, ſome more, ſome leſs; for the payments are not 


all alice, but 1 ſupport raiſed or lefſened-atodtding/tb/ths 
| Fame of the benefice ; but none muſt come empty-handed, 


2. At their Mac hael nds viſirations the fame miniſters 
their procutations, ſome ſeyeti br tight, fome ten or 


that on a mbderate computation, the arch-deacons* 


, Tand do yearly 7 for procurgtous thy, fix or fee 


thouſand road 
The next zueilhcen to be confiiered i is 8 Jong 


. and 1 heir chapters. Bur baving already mentioned tlic-ſes 
veral kinds of deans, and the manner of exerciſimg their 


jüriſdictions, I ſhall not at preſent plunge any further in- 
to this bottomlgſs . Barathron. of ectlefaftical offieets, and 
their rapines ; but beg leave to conclude with the words of 
4 late eminent prelate of the church of England, viz. Dr. 


6. Burnet, biſhop of Sarum, who in a familiar diſcourſe 


with me on this very ſubject, freely delcared, That the 


Canon lat and 7 eaſtica! juriſdiction were 
derived fromHell ; and that thither it ought to be ſent apain ; 


and obſerving me to be ſome what ſtartled at his words, 


he continued thus; a greater than I, even an archbi 
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